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 1 

Regular Selectboard Meeting 2 

Large Conference Room – Town Offices 3 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 4 

Meeting Minutes 5 

 6 

 7 

Members Present:  Brian Carpenter, Susan Shashok, Victor Nuovo, Laura Asermily, 8 

Farhad Khan, Heather Seeley and Nick Artim (via phone). 9 

 10 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Director of Public Works Planning 11 

Dan Werner, Director of Public Works Operations Bill Kernan, Town Planner Jennifer 12 

Murray, Fire Chief David Shaw, and Community Liaison Jim Gish.  Also present were 13 

Jim Moulton and Bill Cunningham from ACTR, South Pleasant Street property owners 14 

and Megan Curran and Megan Mayo, candidates for the Parks and Recreation 15 

Committee. 16 

 17 

The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim Corbett. 18 

 19 

1.  Call to Order 20 

 21 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter. 22 

 23 

2.  Approval of Agenda 24 

 25 

Asermily moved to approve the agenda with one addition, to approval of the letter 26 

supporting VTrans Finding of De Minimis impacts on the Town Green.  The motion was 27 

seconded by Khan.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 28 

 29 

3. Approval of Minutes of May 9, 2017 Regular Selectboard Meeting 30 

 31 

The minutes of May 9, 2017 were approved as presented upon motion by Shashok, 32 

seconded by Nuovo.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 abstention (Seeley).  33 

MOTION PASSED. 34 

 35 

4. Citizen Comments – There were no comments. 36 

 37 

5. Request for 2017 1st Class Liquor License for Coriander, LLC, dba Coriander, 38 

at 1 Washington St. 39 

 40 

This application is for a new business going in at 1 Washington Street.  The property 41 

has been inspected and approved by both the Fire and Police Chiefs.   42 

 43 

Shashok made the motion to approve the application for a 2017 1st Class Liquor 44 

License for Coriander LLC, dba Coriander, and authorize Town Clerk Ann Webster to 45 



Selectboard Minutes 5/23/17 Page 2 
 

sign it on behalf of the Board.  The motion was seconded by Seeley.  The motion 46 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 47 

 48 

 49 

6. Nominations to Fill Vacancy on Parks & Recreation Committee 50 

 51 

Both of the applicants for the vacant position on the Parks and Recreation Committee, 52 

Megan Curran and Megan Mayo, gave the Board brief background information on 53 

themselves.  Curran was born and brought up in Middlebury, is a mother of two young 54 

boys and both she and her husband work at the College.  Mayo grew up in Addison 55 

County and her daughter has participated in many recreation programs.  Mayo works at 56 

the Counseling Service of Addison County.  57 

 58 

Asermily moved to nominate both Megan Curran and Megan Mayo to fill the current 59 

vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Committee.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The 60 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 61 

 62 

7. Main Street & Merchants Row Bridge Replacement Projects:  Finalize plan and 63 

timeline for relocating ACTR from Merchants Row in preparation for installation 64 

of the temporary bridges this summer. 65 

 66 

Project Community Liaison Jim Gish joined the Board, and said the first thing to be 67 

discussed was the interim relocation of the ACTR bus hub from Merchants Row to 68 

South Pleasant Street.  He said he had reported at the May 9th Selectboard meeting 69 

that VTrans needs ACTR to vacate the Merchants Row location by Monday, June 12th 70 

and that there was a difference of opinions on where the temporary location should be 71 

while a more permanent infrastructure is evaluated.  The two locations were Seymour 72 

Street across from Fire & Ice Restaurant and the western side of South Pleasant Street 73 

in front of the former Cole’s Flower Shop.   He said a meeting was held with Town 74 

department heads, ACTR, Board members Asermily and Shashok, and the 75 

recommendation to relocate to the South Pleasant location is a result of this meeting. 76 

 77 

Gish said this is an interim location through the summer and at that time they should be 78 

able to look more closely at the plan to relocate to the north end of South Pleasant 79 

Street, which has been talked about for almost a year.  Gish said the recommendation 80 

is to designate 6 parking spaces exclusively for ACTR in front of 140 and 150 South 81 

Pleasant Street.  These spaces have been tested and the buses’ handicapped-access 82 

ramp can go directly onto the sidewalk, which means they can pull fully into the spaces 83 

to unload and not be in the travel lane at all.   This gives the Board the option of keeping 84 

two-way traffic on South Pleasant during the installation of the temporary bridges, 85 

instead of designating it one-way as had been discussed. 86 

 87 

Gish said that ACTR would be limited to these 6 spaces and not allowed to park in front 88 

of the two residences at 160 and 168 South Pleasant Street, and ACTR has agreed to 89 

not have the buses idle except when necessary to lower the ramp.  The bus shelter on 90 
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Merchants Row needs to be removed, but it will be stored and not moved to South 91 

Pleasant Street. 92 

 93 

Khan asked how many buses would fit in those 6 spaces, since the ACTR buses are 94 

now sometimes parked abreast in the travel lane on Merchants Row.  Gish said the 6 95 

spaces would accommodate 4 buses.   Gish said there is also a planned sidewalk 96 

improvement project on South Pleasant Street and a possible water line replacement on 97 

the north end, but ACTR would work with Public Works to adjust their schedules. 98 

 99 

Nuovo asked why the shelter was not being relocated to South Pleasant Street.  Gish 100 

said there was not a good place to locate it that didn’t encumber the sidewalk and they 101 

didn’t want to encourage people gathering there because of the residences. 102 

 103 

Asermily said they had looked at the Seymour Street location recommended by the 104 

Planning Commission, but it was felt the South Pleasant Street provided the greatest 105 

ease for ACTR scheduling and had advantages to people walking to the schools or to 106 

downtown.  Gish said the Fire Chief had a concern also about the possible congestion 107 

at the Main Street/Seymour Street intersection with buses stacking up and causing a 108 

delay for the fire trucks in an emergency.    Shashok said there were also concerns by 109 

DPW regarding future snow removal, but ACTR is willing to assist with this. 110 

 111 

Gish said he’d talked to some of the property owners of 140, 150 and 160 South 112 

Pleasant Street, John Illick and Adrian MacIntyre, Tim Eaton and Brian Cadoret, and all 113 

were okay with the arrangement considering it was short-term. 114 

 115 

Mary Jane Quesnel, the owner of the property at 161 South Pleasant, said she’d been 116 

taken aback by this latest development since she’d been under the impression the 117 

buses were going to be on the north end of South Pleasant St.  Her concern is the two-118 

way traffic on South Street and the danger for drivers at the Cross Street intersection 119 

who want to turn left.  She is concerned that the additional traffic there will create more 120 

risk for an accident and asked the Board to consider making that intersection a 3-way 121 

stop during this interim period.  She also wanted an explanation as to why they are not 122 

looking at the traffic going north as planned before, and why now that they’re looking at 123 

short-term they’ve reversed direction.   Gish said the reason for locating the buses 124 

further south now is due to the emergency declaration by the State at the end of March 125 

to replace the bridges this summer, which did not allow the time for the engineering 126 

needed to move them further north on the Street.   This temporary location will allow 127 

them the time to do this engineering work.  He also said that he understands her safety 128 

concerns at that intersection, and the ACTR buses will be allowed to only turn right, 129 

which will help with the safety somewhat.  He said, however, that there was never a 130 

time the traffic would be north only; the traffic was always going to be southbound.   131 

 132 

Quesnel asked about the hours that the buses would be running.  Bill Cunningham said 133 

there is one large bus that stops there at 5:30 a.m. and heads for Rutland, then the 134 

other buses run from 6:30 am to 7:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Bus service is 135 
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limited on Saturday and they don’t run on Sundays.  He said it is continuous throughout 136 

the day, but more so at commuter times. 137 

 138 

Carpenter said a couple of issues have come up this evening that might need to be 139 

considered over the long-term.  He said this will work for the short-term, but maybe 140 

there should be some more planning over the next couple of months to look at what 141 

would be best.   Asermily said the Local Motion group had just met and looked at critical 142 

areas, so they can go back and look at that intersection. 143 

 144 

John Illick, owner of 150 South Pleasant Street, said they had approval to develop that 145 

property into additional housing at some point, so he was looking for clarity on what 146 

“short-term” meant.  He said 2 to 3 months was no problem, but if it was 6 months to a 147 

year, then it would be different.   Gish said the current plan is for this location to be June 148 

through early fall.  He said if they were looking at doing more planning and 149 

consideration, then the time could stretch out.   Shashok agreed it would be a balancing 150 

act, since whatever plan is decided needs to be engineered and that takes time and 151 

would extend the time the buses are on the south end of the street.    Town Planner 152 

Murray reminded them that the more permanent interim location would need DRB 153 

approval and a permit.   Jim Moulton of ACTR said that the only thing keeping them 154 

from going with a design engineering firm is final approval from VTrans, and then they 155 

can begin designing what the north end of South Pleasant Street would look like so the 156 

review process can start. 157 

 158 

Town Manager Ramsay said she had met with Town Planner Murray to look at ways of 159 

allowing for public input on this.  They are looking at a working group of Public Works, 160 

Planning, ACTR and maybe a traffic consultant meeting in early June to look at the 161 

options and maybe come up with some new ones.  Following that the options would go 162 

to the Infrastructure Committee and then to the Selectboard for a public hearing.  163 

Following the public hearing the working group would refine the options and send them 164 

back to the Infrastructure who would make a recommendation to the Selectboard by 165 

their first meeting in July. 166 

 167 

Artim said he the Local Project Management Team had seen several solutions for the 168 

buses on South Pleasant Street, and one was for making it one-way north, but they saw 169 

that as creating a greater problem at the intersection of Merchants Row/North 170 

Pleasant/South Pleasant with the yield signs.  They felt the south bound option was the 171 

lesser of two evils.   172 

 173 

Illick said he was still unsure of how interim this location would be.  Carpenter said 174 

realistically it would probably be November before the location could be engineered and 175 

constructed on the north end of the street, so 5 months.  He said since we’re only being 176 

reimbursed once by the State for relocating this bus stop, they wanted to have as good 177 

a solution as they could, but if it takes too long to decide then they may have to make a 178 

better interim solution.   179 

 180 
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Seeley wanted to be sure that ACTR’s ability to do their scheduling is considered when 181 

looking at locations, because they are a valuable service and the need to keep them a 182 

viable service needs to be a factor.  Carpenter said that is important and they are now 183 

looking at Town Planner Murray to take this charge and bringing back a 184 

recommendation. 185 

 186 

Asermily moved to endorse the proposed site plan and timeline for the interim relocation 187 

of the ACTR station from Merchants Row to South Pleasant Street in front of the former 188 

Cole’s shop.  The motion was seconded by Khan.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  189 

MOTION PASSED. 190 

 191 

Artim moved to charge Town Planner Jennifer Murray with assembling a working group 192 

to look at the options for the temporary, potentially long-term, ACTR station.  Shashok 193 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 194 

 195 

Carpenter told Murray they were looking for a recommendation at their first meeting in 196 

July. 197 

 198 

8. Main Street & Merchants Row Bridge Replacement Projects: Review of & 199 

Comment on Environmental Assessment. 200 

 201 

Gish said public review time on the Environmental Assessment is nearly over and they 202 

had talked about the Board adding a comment by May 26th.  He felt it was important for 203 

the Board to strongly endorse that the railroad, State and Town collaborate on a written 204 

emergency management plan in the event of a hazardous material spill in the rail 205 

corridor, and he had prepared a letter to Kenneth Sikora, Environmental Program 206 

Manager for the Federal Highway Administration to that effect.  Carpenter said this is a 207 

follow up to a number of concerns voiced at the hearing and he thought this was a great 208 

opportunity to make this a focal point for the future. 209 

 210 

Shashok added that she was concerned about the noise levels on Middle Seymour 211 

Street exceeding acceptable levels. She said the mitigation was for moderate to 212 

elevated levels, but she didn’t feel it was enough if it exceeded that level.  She would 213 

like to see a discussion with those residents affected that would include a timeframe or 214 

stronger mitigation for those times the noise is excessive and it should be supported by 215 

the Board.   Gish will rework the letter to Sikora to include this and he told the Board 216 

they had until the 26th to also submit any individual responses they had. 217 

 218 

Artim requested the letter be e-mailed to him to look at, and then he would authorize 219 

Ramsay to sign it for him, since he would not be back in town until late on the 26th. 220 

 221 

Shashok moved to approve the letter from the Board to the Federal Highway 222 

Administration in support of a written hazardous material spill emergency response plan 223 

and additional noise level mitigation for the residents of Middle Seymour Street for the 224 

Bridge & Rail Project.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  225 

MOTION PASSED. 226 
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 227 

8.a. Selectboard Concurrence with VTrans Finding of De Minimis Impacts of 228 

Emergency Bridge Replacement Project on Village Green 229 

 230 

Gish said the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, item 4(f), states that all 231 

Federal Highway projects need to demonstrate their impact on parks and wildlife and 232 

other resources.  In the case of the temporary bridges, he said, VTrans needs to state 233 

there is minimal impact on the Town Green, and they need the Selectboard to concur. 234 

 235 

Gish went over the 3 areas impacted by the temporary bridges: 1) removal of a portion 236 

of sidewalk along Triangle Park to create a truck loading zone; 2) Repaving a portion of 237 

the sidewalk by the current ACTR shelter to redirect water; and 3) relocation of the path 238 

that comes through the Green from North Pleasant Street. 239 

 240 

Gish said since these plans are not final, he is unsure exactly how extensive these 241 

changes will be, so he has included a provision that the Town will continue to work with 242 

VTrans to avoid and minimize impacts. 243 

 244 

Seeley asked about how much more parking would be lost for this truck loading zone, 245 

and Gish said two spaces.  There was some discussion on the various changes and 246 

possible impacts.   Artim said perhaps Murray and the planning group could look at 247 

ways to provide additional parking on South Pleasant Street. 248 

 249 

Shashok moved to approve the letter concurring with the VTrans Finding of De Minimis 250 

Impacts of Emergency Bridge Replacement Project on Village Green.  Nuovo seconded 251 

the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 252 

 253 

 254 

9. Consider a Request to Submit an Application for Technical Assistance from the 255 

Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program for Town Forest Planning (if 256 

available). 257 

 258 

Town Manager Ramsay told the Board she had met with representatives from the 259 

Battell Trustees, the Means Woods Trustees and the Addison County Bike Club, along 260 

with Town Planner Jen Murray regarding a grant opportunity through the Vermont 261 

Urban & Community Forestry Program for technical assistance, provided by a 262 

multidisciplinary consultant team, toward the development of a town forest action plan.  263 

The grant program, which provides awards of up to $10,000 in value per town, focuses 264 

specifically on municipalities, so if the Selectboard was interested in supporting the 265 

effort, the application would need to be submitted by the Town of Middlebury.  She said 266 

before the Board is a letter drafted by Ashar Nelson, board member of the Addison 267 

County Bike Club, for them to sign in support of this grant opportunity.  The Town will 268 

match this grant with town staff time and volunteer time. 269 

 270 

Asermily moved to endorse an application for technical assistance under the Vermont 271 

Urban & Community Forestry Program.  The motion was seconded by Khan.  The 272 
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motion carried with 6 in favor. (Seeley had stepped out of the meeting).  MOTION 273 

PASSED. 274 

 275 

 276 

10. Vermont Gas Systems Request for Easement for Distribution Lines 277 

 77 Main Street. 278 

 279 

This agenda item was postponed to the June 13th 280 

Board meeting, at the request of Vermont Gas 281 

  282 

 283 

11. Kevin Unrath, Ilsley Library Director, regarding Request for Proposals for 284 

Ilsley Library Capital Campaign Feasibility Study. 285 

 286 

Ilsley Library Director Kevin Unrath joined the Board and said at the May 11th meeting of 287 

the Ilsley Library Building Committee, they agreed that the committee had substantially 288 

completed the work assigned them in their charge, which was to evaluate space needs, 289 

come up with a plan and cost estimates.  Now they’re ready to move on to Phase II, 290 

which is a fund-raising feasibility study to see how much money they can raise from 291 

private donors.  Unrath said they already have $20,000 in the Capital budget for this 292 

study and any additional cost will be covered by the Library Trustees with funds they 293 

have been saving.  They are now seeking the Board’s endorsement to submit an RFP 294 

seeking a qualified fund-raising consultant to perform a Capital Campaign Feasibility 295 

Study.  The Ilsley Library Trustees approved the RFP at their last meeting. 296 

 297 

Shashok made the motion to endorse a request from the Ilsley Library Board of 298 

Trustees to submit an RFP for a Capital Campaign Feasibility Study for renovation and 299 

expansion of the library.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in 300 

favor.  MOTION PASSED. 301 

 302 

 303 

12. *Report on Infrastructure Committee Meetings of May 11 & May 17.   304 

 305 

Infrastructure Committee chair Susan Shashok gave a brief summary of the May 11th 306 

and 17th Infrastructure Committee meetings.  She said Dir. of Public Works Planning, 307 

Dan Werner, had reported that as of May 11th, 1,355 water meters had been installed 308 

and they had 332 meters left to install.   She reported Judith Harris, Dan Werner and 309 

Kevin Unrath had presented the preliminary facilities management assessment on Ilsley 310 

Library, breaking items out by maintenance needs, capital needs and code violations, 311 

and prioritizing how these needs are taken care of.  Much of this data was acquired 312 

from the preliminary work done by the architects.  She said this is the model for how all 313 

other Town buildings will be evaluated in the future.  Since this was a preliminary report, 314 

that it will continue to be worked on and then they’ll come back to the Infrastructure 315 

Committee at Capital Budget planning time.  She said Harris would also be working with 316 

the Energy Committee on doing energy audits and hazardous material audits on some 317 

of the older Town buildings. 318 
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 319 

Shashok reported only one bid had been submitted for the previously approved Well 320 

Monitoring Project, and that bid was $20-30,000 over the anticipated price, so we are 321 

checking with the State to see if we have enough time to put this back out to bid at a 322 

time when there might be more companies wanting to bid.    323 

 324 

She also reported that they were still trying to determine the extent of the repair to be 325 

done on the path from the pedestrian bridge to Marble Works.   Shashok said there will 326 

be an access road needed alongside this pathway to get heavy equipment down to the 327 

area where the drainage work would be, so they want more information on that before 328 

determining how much work to do on the path.   Seeley said it is anticipated this path 329 

will be more heavily used during the temporary bridge project, so the need to work on 330 

this path was moved up on the priority list. 331 

 332 

12.a.  Recommendation for Terms of Service on the Committee &  333 

Membership Update. 334 

 335 

Shashok said the Committee had looked at term limits for the members, since it was 336 

one of the last committees left without them.  She said she had come up with a list of 337 

terms for the members and she is looking for Board support.   Nuovo and Carpenter 338 

asked if the number of times a person could be appointed was limited, and Shashok 339 

said there was no limit. 340 

 341 

Asermily moved to accept the term limits as recommended for members of the 342 

Infrastructure Committee.  Shashok seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 7 in 343 

favor.  MOTION PASSED. 344 

 345 

 346 

12.b.  Accept Letter of Resignation from Committee Member Ryan Emilio and 347 

Approve Letter of Appreciation. 348 

 349 

Shashok said that Ryan Emilio has resigned from the Infrastructure Committee after 350 

serving for many years, and Town Manager Ramsay has prepared a Letter of 351 

Appreciation to Ryan for his many years of the service to the Committee, for the Board 352 

to sign.  She said she appreciated his participation and contributions to the Committee 353 

over the years. 354 

 355 

Khan moved to accept Ryan Emilio’s resignation from the Infrastructure Committee and, 356 

approve and sign his Letter of Appreciation.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion 357 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 358 

 359 

12.c. Award Contract for Fuel Supply Management System 360 

 361 

Shashok said that Director of Public Works Operations Bill Kernan had reported there 362 

were pump problems with their fuel system at Public Works, which have been fixed, but 363 

the meter system on the pumps doesn’t work and hasn’t for several months.  There are 364 
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two bid proposals to replace this meter from D&M Petroleum for $10,448 and FPH Tank 365 

Installation & Services for $16,500.   The Infrastructure Committee recommends the 366 

Board accept the bid from D&M Petroleum. 367 

 368 

Shashok moved to award a contract for a K800 Fuel Management System for a total 369 

cost of $10,448, including installation to D&M Petroleum.  Artim seconded the motion.  370 

The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 371 

 372 

12.d.  Award Contract for North Pleasant Street Pleasant Drainage & Sidewalk 373 

Project and South Pleasant Street Sidewalk & Curbing Project 374 

 375 

Werner said the North Pleasant Street project involves the replacement of 376 

approximately 450 feet of curbing and 385 feet of sidewalk along the west side of the 377 

road, between the intersection at Main Street and Methodist Lane, along with a new 378 

storm sewer to address existing drainage issues that has existed for years, and a new 379 

green belt between the new curb and sidewalk to back car bumpers off the walkway and 380 

provide space for snow deposit. 381 

 382 

Three bids were received for this project and the low bidder was Masterson at 383 

$142,381.40.   The contractor would like to start in early June. This will help get this 384 

project done before the temporary bridge work. 385 

 386 

Seeley moved to award the contract for the North Pleasant Street Infrastructure 387 

Improvement project to low-bidder Masterson Excavation, for a total cost of 388 

$142,381.40.  Shashok seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  389 

MOTION PASSED. 390 

 391 

Werner said the South Street project includes the replacement of approximately 210 392 

feet of sidewalk and curbing, and stormwater structure adjustment, on the west side of 393 

South Pleasant Street (toward the Cross Street end).  The sidewalk in this section will 394 

also be increased in width from the existing 4 feet, to 5 feet.   He said this was timed so 395 

contractors could bid on both the North and South Pleasant Street projects.  Masterson 396 

was also low bidder on this project for $25,704. 397 

 398 

Seeley moved to award the contract for the South Pleasant Street Sidewalk and 399 

Infrastructure Improvement project to low-bidder Masterson Excavation, for a total cost 400 

of $25,704.00.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  401 

MOTION PASSED. 402 

 403 

12.e.  Award Contract for Engineering Merchants Row Water Line Project. 404 

 405 

Werner explained that since 2013/2014 the plan has been to locate the water main 406 

under the railroad tunnel and tracks. He and the Water Department staff are not in favor 407 

of this location.  The State has said that the cost for replacing the line under the tracks 408 

could be put toward relocating the line somewhere else; however the State has asked 409 
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the Town to get a separate engineering contractor.  Werner said Otter Creek 410 

Engineering has proposed $1,000 to prepare conceptual plans and cost estimates. 411 

 412 

Seeley pointed out that this work does not have to be done to maintain water service.  413 

Werner said the service line to the Battell Block goes under the tracks, but they are 414 

going to relocate their service line and abandon the old line.   Seeley said with this one 415 

change, the relocation of these lines doesn’t have to happen, but since there are project 416 

eligible funds now do we want to take advantage of it. The only question is how much 417 

would relocating these lines cost and would there be enough funds to make this a 418 

worthwhile project.  She said the Infrastructure Committee was in support of spending 419 

the $1000 to find out the options and cost estimates so a decision could be made. 420 

 421 

Shashok made the motion to award a contract to Otter Creek Engineering for 422 

conceptual plan review and cost estimating for relocating the South Pleasant Street / 423 

Merchants Row water main, for a total cost of $1,000. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The 424 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 425 

 426 

In light of the May 23rd water line break on Exchange Street, Carpenter asked about the 427 

cost to loop the Exchange Street water line so when there was a break the businesses 428 

water would not be shut off.  Werner said 15-20 years ago the estimate had been 429 

around $340-400,000.  Shashok said she wanted to make this area a priority for the 430 

Infrastructure Committee, and Seeley and Nuovo agreed.  It was felt that the current 431 

state of the water line is a deterrent in attracting additional businesses. 432 

 433 

13. FY17 Year to Date Budget Report. 434 

 435 

Ramsay reported that all departments are on target with the exception of Recreation 436 

which is over expended.  They are looking to have some additional program revenues 437 

coming in soon though.  She anticipated finishing the year with a tight bottom line. 438 

 439 

 440 

14.  Approval of Check Warrants 441 

 442 

Khan reported he had reviewed the checks and everything was in order.   Khan made 443 

the motion to approve total expenditures in the amount of $667,234.81, consisting of 444 

$572,025.60 for accounts payable, and $95,209.21 for payroll, for the period May 10, 445 

2017 through May 23, 2017.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in 446 

favor.  MOTION PASSED. 447 

 448 

15. Town Manager’s Report 449 

 450 

Ramsay reported that an earlier draft agenda listed awarding the bid for the 451 

Archaeological Resources Assessment for the East Middlebury Flood Resiliency 452 

Project, but those bids had come in under $3,000 so she reviewed them and awarded 453 

the bid to the lowest bidder who could complete the work in a timely manner.  She said 454 

the lowest bid was $1,900, but the contract went to the second lowest bidder at $2,200 455 
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because they could complete the work in 3 weeks to give a good start for the 456 

engineering work later in the summer. 457 

 458 

16. Board Member Concerns 459 

 460 

Khan said that Parks and Recreation Director Terri Arnold had wondered if the grant 461 

request for the Urban and Community Forest Program should have gone through the 462 

Parks and Recreation Committee.  Ramsay said she had included Arnold in the follow-463 

up e-mail. 464 

 465 

Asermily reported on the first ever Safety Day at Mary Hogan School, which was the 466 

first effort to combine all their safety training into one day.  She said this has the 467 

potential to expand to a community event.   She also said there had been recent 468 

meetings with Local Motion and Safe Routes to School group with Town Planning to 469 

look at critical areas that are known safety issues. They are exploring possible 470 

infrastructure changes that could improve the safety. 471 

 472 

Asermily also reported the Public Health and Safety Committee would be working on 473 

updating the 2014 Hazard Mitigation Plan. She said the Town is well prepared and the 474 

Fire Department is trained to deal with hazardous situations.  She pointed out that the 475 

Hazard Mitigation Plan is separate from the Local Emergency Operations Plan, but they 476 

do work with each other. 477 

 478 

Seeley asked to have the vacancies on the Energy and Infrastructure Committees 479 

included in the next notice prepared for openings. 480 

 481 

Seeley thanked the 295 who completed the Economic Health Task Force survey.  Sas 482 

Carey was the name drawn to win the $50 of Middlebury Money.  Asermily asked if 483 

there would be a report of the survey results to review, and Seeley said she hoped to 484 

have a report, but they were still reviewing the data.  Asermily said she was interested 485 

in why they chose to do the survey. 486 

 487 

Seeley said she was surprised to see the new canine police officer, Neila, on the job 488 

already and asked if she could come in so the Board could meet her.  489 

 490 

Artim wanted to reiterate what Asermily had said earlier about emergency response for 491 

hazardous spills.  He said a comment in a recent bridge meeting suggested that we 492 

were not prepared in the event of a spill, and he said that couldn’t be further from the 493 

truth.  We have an extremely professional, well trained group of emergency services 494 

that are well prepared for this type of emergency.  495 

 496 

Carpenter said that Wayne Symonds, project manager for our bridge project, has been 497 

promoted to Senior Manager at VTrans.  Symonds accepted the position with the 498 

condition he be allowed to follow through with our project since he had given so many 499 

personal assurances that he wanted to see it through.  Carpenter said it was nice to see 500 

someone who is a high performer, a solid guy and good to his word, be recognized.    501 
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 502 

 503 

 504 

17. Executive Session – Anticipated – Legal Matters 505 

 506 

In accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law, the following two motions are in order 507 

prior to entering into Executive Session: 508 

 509 

Shashok said that in accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, she 510 

moved that the Board find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of 511 

pending litigation would clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial disadvantage, 512 

because the Selectboard risks disclosing its litigation strategy if it discusses the pending 513 

litigation in public.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 514 

 515 

Shashok further moved that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss pending 516 

litigation under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the Vermont Statutes.  517 

Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 518 

 519 

The Board entered Executive Session at 8:50 p.m. 520 

 521 

The Board exited Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. 522 

 523 

Upon motion by Shashok, seconded by Asermily, the Board unanimously approved 524 

resolution on the Schooner agreement. 525 

 526 

19. Adjourn 527 

 528 

The Board adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 529 

 530 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 531 

13, 2017 in the Town Offices at 77 Main Street. 532 

 533 

Respectfully submitted, 534 

Beth Dow 535 

 536 

 537 


